Minutes of Kemback, Pitscottie and Blebo Community Council Meeting

6th February 2012

Kemback Church Hall, Dura Den

In attendance:  Alison Aiton, Ken Cochran, Cllr Roger Guy, Jack Lord (Chair), George Miller, Sheena Sturrock, Simon Weller, Julia Young and members of the public.

Apologies:   Cllr Margaret Kennedy, Cllr Bryan Poole.

The meeting was preceded by a drinks and nibbles reception sponsored by the community council.

Jack Lord (Chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting including Cllr Roger Guy, Rev Jim Campbell minister of the parish and Karen Marjoram, prospective Fife Council Candidate (SNP). 

Minutes of previous meeting:  Alison Aiton had not attended the meeting of 6/11/11 and so the record of her attending was incorrect. Minutes were then approved. Proposed Simon Weller, Seconded Julia Young.

Matters Arising:

Pitscottie Traffic Calming:  Is now in place. Comments from local residents are that things are better, Traffic is calmed. There was some discussion regarding the yield system at the bridge which is not as clear as to yield priority; Cllr Guy will follow up with Fife Council.

Jenny’s Steps: treads have been repaired. Proposal to install staggered barriers to prevent trail bikes being ridden down steps has received some opposition for other reasons and Alison Irvine of Fife Council is reluctant to install such measures.  Meeting tended to agree.  Secretary will write to thank for repairs and to suggest hand rail repair may be worthwhile.

Lighting: was reinstated on Kemback Brae though one light (third one up) is missing its head and a light at the top of the brae would be helpful.  Also light by Church Cottage has been disabled and not reinstated.  Several local villages will have existing lights replaced with high efficiency white lights. Suggestion was that a light at Lonesome Pine in Blebo could be helpful. Community Council will liaise with FC on this.  Fife Councillors will interface for us.

Community Policing:  PC Emma Clarkson is leaving community policing to take up a position with the procurator fiscal’s office. The next police community engagement meeting will be in Ceres Memorial Hall on March 14th.  The depute procurator fiscal will be present.  On that note, Secretary noted that anyone who wanted a free lift home from this evening’s meeting had jst to ask.

Red Dog Bins: are to be discontinued. Bags can be deposited in regular rubbish bins. Cllr Guy will check that the bins are replaced with black bins and not just removed.

Saturday Dura Den Parking: has not been an issue recently
. Goal posts have ben unlocked and are now accessible to local children.

Planning: -.

· New Planning regulations have come into effect significantly extending the permitted development categories e.g. for sheds, extensions etc.  More details are on the Scottish Government website.

· A few minor extensions were in process in the villages.

· BirkBrae ( and Balgonie on appeal) permissions were granted by FC and the reporter (respectively).  Appeal was granted with most conditions that were requested by CC and other residents.

High Road: Access to top field direct from road. Fence was taken down to be replaced but is due to be replaced when ground is not frosty.  Work from old pub to Lonesome Pine by Fife Council has been promised.
  Drainage has been improved privately but not yet stressed due to low rainfall.

Sewage Pumping Station: Secretary paid tribute to work by Julia Young to oblige Scottish Water to do a proper fix of the sewage pumping station on Blebo Loan.  When it fails, as it has done frequently, untreated sewage runs down a road used by school children. Repairs and new monitoring equipment (telemetry) have been installed. This has been brought to SEPA’s attention but with little action. Situation seems stable at present.

CC Notice Boards: The new noticeboard for Bridge will cost of £694:80 this was approved by the meeting. Proposed: Alison Aiton, Seconded: Sheena Sturrock.

Bonfire Night: The bonfire night at coffin walk was a success.  The Steadmans have offered wood for another bonfire night this year and have more wood to provide the bonfire.  CC will provide fireworks (£50 worth) This would be on Monday 5th November. We have public liability insurance for events.

Treasurer’s Report:  Simon Weller requested to authorize payments for two hall’s rental (£30 each) expenses to  Chair (£15)   Secretary (£30) Treasurer (£10).  The cost of the evening’s refreshments of up to £100 had previously been approved by email around community councillors. These were formally proposed by Sheena Sturrock and Seconded by Julia Young.   We still have a few hundred pounds.  This might be applied to other long term projects e.g. hand rail on Jenny’s steps.

AOCB the desirability of a bus shelter at the bottom of the Blebo Loan on the east bound side of the B939 was discussed. A transparent shelter might avoid visibility concerns.  Fife Council transportation will be contacted by Cllr Roger Guy.

Date of Next Meeting: Monday 14th May 2012 in Blebo Craigs Village Hall. Alison Aiton will take the chair.       All are warmly invited.
Chair thanked people for attending and closed the meeting inviting people to continue socialising as there were still refreshments available.

� Since the meeting an incident of football parking happening on a Sunday and disrupting access to Kemback church has been mentioned.


� Since the meeting this work has been carried out.





