Ah, a wedding.  Don’t they just thrill your heart.  The church is decorated to the hilt.  The wedding cars with their silk ribbons.  The family gathering for a real celebration.  All the women, making their guesses as to the colour of bridesmaid dresses, not to mention the bride – what kind of dress?  A two piece or an all-in-one picture of perfect beauty.  And her hair… how will she wear it?  Up or down?  Will it be coloured?  

Oh yeah, nearly forgot… the groom – hiding in the ministers vestry clinging hopelessly to his last moments of freedom, weeping loudly over the loss of things in his life like McDonalds three times a week and the impending replacement of salads and diets, and no more watching football twice a week, to be nudged out by late night shopping. 

Everything should be perfect – but sometimes it’s not.  We hear stories of the white bride emerging from her carriage, only to be sprayed with mucky water from a passing car.  Or the best man falls and cracks his head open.  Or the minister gets the couple’s names wrong….  

But can you imagine attending a wedding where you are seated at the tables and you are absolutely starving, namely because the photographer took an eternity in capturing the happy couple meander through the botanic gardens!  Anyway, you sit down, awaiting your lovely meal served at this lovely hotel meditating over the choice between the chicken or beef.  The master of ceremonies appears!  Surely a welcome to the meal?  He looks a little uncomfortable – he clears his throat, gulps and says, “Ladies and Gentlemen, I do regret to inform you that there has been a change to the menu.  I am afraid we will not be able to serve you chicken.”  “Oh well,” you say, “at least that makes up my mind!”  But he speaks up again, “and I regret to inform you that there is no beef either… in fact, we’ve no soup or pudding either… we’ve run out.  Disaster!!!

Now, I don’t ever recall hearing of that happening at a wedding, but what we’ve read from John 2:1-11, we see a similar disaster strike, but it’s not the food that’s run out.  It’s the wine!

Let’s look again at the passage and before we delve into the problem faced, lets first refresh our memories of the scene of this true story.

We read in v1 that a wedding was taking place in Cana in the region of Galilee.  Now as you can see from the map, Cana is not far from Nazareth, Jesus home town… only about 10 miles away, although Cana is quite a bit higher in the Galilean hills than Nazareth is.

Anyway, (V1) tells us that we’re in Cana, and there’s a wedding!  In one respect, Jewish weddings are a lot like 21st Century weddings in that they are tremendous celebrations.  And you might think that with the expense of the average wedding exceeding £15000, and the extensive planning that goes into organising a wedding, the 21st century wedding would win hands down over a 1st Century Jewish wedding.  Before you make your mind up, listen to this!

On the day of the wedding, the bride would be dressed in her wedding garb and when she’s eventually ready, her father takes her by the arm, and with bridal party in tow, they parade all through the village or town singing aloud about the celebration of a wedding.  The parade eventually ends up outside the home of the groom and soon after, normally in the early evening, the couple go through the marriage ceremony.  Now don’t mistakenly think “evening wedding – time for a bite to eat, buffet maybe – then home for the guests.”  No.  Where our celebrations start in the evening and end in the small hours, their celebrations start in the evening and end 7 days later.  We put on a ceilidh for our party.  They have an open house for a week!  Can you imagine?

You get my point – they celebrate well!  And in verse 2, we read something very refreshing about the Lord of heaven and earth – Jesus Christ.  He is there, along with his 6 new disciples he called 3 days before.  He is there amid the festivities.  Here he his, God himself, moving freely amongst humans as one of them – as a man.  The interweaving of the Son of God with the lives of men and women is before us to see.  And I wonder if we could go back in time and see Jesus at that wedding, what would we see?  Did he smile at the bride with the jewels in her hair?  Did he bless the bridegroom crowned with flowers?  Did he sit with a blank look on his face or clap along with the dancing guests?  We don’t know.  We’re left to make up our own minds.  All we know is that he was there.  

And what does this say to us about our relationship with the people of the world?  Does this picture of Jesus at a wedding provide an example for us to follow - of being “in the world but not of the world?  I believe it does.  

In studying this, I asked myself how much I shut myself off from the world I am an ambassador in.  It’s interesting isn’t it how sometimes it’s easier for the believer to decline an invitation to something because of what might happen there, rather than go and behave as a child of God.  Or sometimes it’s easier to keep our distance from the sinners of this world rather than draw near to them whilst also maintaining that constant relationship with God in the unruffled and life-giving depths of your soul. 

Maybe we’d do well to recall the words of Jesus in Matt 5:13… saying, “You are the salt of the earth…” the preserving agent of God in a world of darkness.  So let me ask you church as I asked myself.  What use is salt if it is not in contact with the corrupting carcass?  What use are we to God as his preserving agents if we detach ourselves from the world he has commissioned us to be part of?  Let the children come to you.  Let the drug addict come to you.  Let the homeless come to you.  Let the needy come to you.  And show them your God.  At the wedding in Cana, Jesus is there!  There is light in that room!

In addition, a practical and applicable example here is that Jesus stepped into a wedding of friends and fixed a simple problem.  So if the question arises in you or in anyone else, “is Jesus really interested in the simple conundrum’s of everyday living?”  The Cana story says yes!!!  

V3:  “When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘they have no more wine.’”

Now this is a problem!  They have no tesco’s to go to, no cellars of wine to fall back on in case of an emergency like this.  Why?  Because a wedding like this, keeping in mind the length of time the celebration lasted for, would bleed the village dry of all its wine.  The Jews considered weddings to be such a huge occasion, kind of like what Hogmanay is to the Scottish people.  

But they ran out of wine.  A terrible thing to happen to a Jewish couple on their wedding day!  In Jewish culture, this kind of thing brought a lasting dishonour on a family – they wouldn’t have been able to show their faces around the village for the rest of their lives without being reminded of their error.  Social disgrace would haunt them!  What’s worse, it had been incorporated into the Jewish legal system that the couple could be taken to court for their lack of provision for the celebrations.  The wine running dry was truly a disaster!  This couple’s joyous celebration could soon end in tears.  And this is reflected in Mary’s action and statement.  

Firstly, she went over to Jesus to speak to him.  Now, we take into account that at these weddings, the women and the men sat apart.  So for Mary to feel the need to interrupt the men, something must have really been wrong.  It appears Mary knows something that others don’t.  She believes that among them sits one who has the ability to save the newlyweds from embarrassment and shame – who can resurrect a dying wedding.

Ah Church, we should learn from Mary!  How often in a time of need, when our patience has run out, when our wisdom runs out, when our love no longer flows but just drips the odd drop! – How often do we just brace ourselves for the consequences forgetting that there is one close-at-hand who is able to save us from our despair and resurrect our hope!   Mary brings her request to Jesus as a prayer.

In V4, we notice that Jesus’ response is not exactly what we were expecting.  Did we expect a “stand aside mother – I’ll help right away,” or a godly “consider it done!”    Jesus says, “Dear woman, why do you involve me? Jesus replied. ‘My time has not yet come’.

Speaking to his mother like this can be perceived as being a little cold.  Where was the “Dear Mother” instead?  I suggest that John’s inclusion of this response signals for Mary and for us a change in the dynamics of the relationship she has with Jesus.  Where he has obeyed and honoured his mother and her instruction throughout his life, Jesus now signals to his mother that as he prepares to embark on his ministry, is now guided by the will of God alone, and he is not to be persuaded to veer off the path set for him, not even by his own mother.  

And here church, we face another of the many challenges tucked away in John 2… Whose instruction to we listen to?  Whose direction do we follow?  What makes us stray from the path set before us?  Like Jesus, we too must know a strong adherence to the will of God.

Bruce Milne tells us, “Mary approaches Jesus as his mother and is reproached… She responds as a believer and her faith is honoured.”  We are next told in v5, “His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."  Has she ignored Jesus’ response?  Does the face of Jesus say it all?  Does Jesus feel the same concern for the couple that his mother also felt?  John leaves us to guess… but what we do know is that the world is about to witness the first revelation of the Messiah’s glory!

V6 & 7 “Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.  Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim.”  John pans out from the conversation and draws the reader’s attention to the stone water jars…  he’s preparing us for something big.  But before we get to the glory, let’s not miss the significance of the equipment Jesus is about to use.  These jars, used to wash hands and feet of guests before eating in accordance with Jewish law, would stand as a symbol, a reminder of Judaism and it’s religion.  Because they had been used, they would have been empty so some extent – some half full, others probably contained less.  And here John is highlighting for us the emptiness of ritualistic religion, he is signalling that something is about to happen which will be symbolic of the replacement of the old covenant between God and Israel with the new covenant between God and humanity.  Old religion falls short – the new relationship is fulfilling and complete.  

Attention returns to Jesus as he simply says to the servants “…‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’  They did so…”  Hang on a minute!  Jesus has told the servants to fill up the jars with water, diluting the old water with bits in it from dirty hands and feet, and now he tells them to scoop some out and take it to the master of ceremonies.  Surely not!  John withholds the fact that something has happened to that dirty water until we read in v9-10, “…and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now." 

No mention of the details of what Jesus did.  No mention of a prayer.  Only by the response of the master of ceremonies does John unveil that God’s glory has just been revealed in his first miracle.  Ah, the excitement of the mysteries of God!  We are not told how the miracle came about.  This would only take our eyes off the one on whom our eyes are to fix.  How true this is for us today.  Many a human eye is fixed on seeing a miracle, chasing after the sign itself rather than pursuing the one who invades nature changes something in a phenomenal and unexplainable way!  

The master of ceremonies mentions that normally the best wine is served first (v10) then later when guests have had too much is the cheaper wine produced.  Can we use this opportunity to again compare the difference between the ways of the world and the enemy with the ways of God?  I believe we can.  BW Johnson says, "Satan gives his good wine first; so the drunkard finds it; so did the prodigal son. Afterwards he gives the bitter; red eyes, pain, hunger, wretchedness."  But the truth is church, is that the gift of wine offered by Jesus is perfect, and anyone who has taken of the wine that has come into contact with the living God should thirst for nothing else, for nothing else compares to all that Jesus gives.  How I pray we all learn this truth and drink only what is given us by Christ, and reject the offering of the devil!
What has happened at Cana church?  Let me tell you – Jesus turned something ordinary into something extraordinary.  Jesus turned something so elementary, so basic into something so rich, so extravagant.  What Jesus brings to the world is no half-filled vessels of murky plain water.  No… He brings a full, enriching and incomparable gift of the best wine any taste bud has ever or will ever know.  And this is symbolic friends, of the truth that it is the world and its darkness that barely satisfies, never fulfils the thirst for life and light.  But only the symbolic wine of Jesus Christ can quench the human thirst for fulfilment and satisfaction.

This is the first recorded miracle of Jesus and in v11 John writes… This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.  

Listen church, listen each of you.  This miracle of transformation of something ordinary into the extraordinary can happen again.  It is sourced in the Spirit of God who lives in each of us who believe.  The water of sin & guilt in our lives can be changed by Jesus Christ into the wine of forgiveness.  The water of your addiction can be changed into the wine of freedom.  The water of your failure can become the wine of victory.  The water of your trouble can become the wine of your solution.  The water of your darkness can become the wine of light.  The water of death can become the wine of life.  The water of hell can become the wine of heaven.  The water of your sin can become the wine of salvation!  -  and all by the transforming power of Jesus Christ!

