Walking Walking

Unforgettable walks

· Walk on the moon

· walk from john o’groats to lands end

· walk the plank

· walk down the aisle

· moonwalk 

· Via Dolorosa

Most famous, most incredible, most unforgettable walk took place nearly 2000 years ago!  And it differs from the other walks we’ve mentioned in that there were footprints left by the people who took these walks… However, this time there’d be none.  Why?  Because the walk took place over water!!!  Who walked on water?  Jesus – then Peter too.  

Now, this is the kind of walk that’d get you into the Guinness book of records, but you’d reckon that they would be like those guys who try to break hot air balloon records – they’ve got to wait until conditions are perfect – calm, no rain, a light & gentle wind, and away you go…  But, just to demonstrate how amazing this walking on water is, Jesus chose the worst conditions possible!!!  -on purpose of course.

Rewinding back a bit, we read that earlier, Jesus had chosen to stay behind to exercise a bit of crowd control (v22) and pray for a while.  He sent Peter and the other disciples on ahead to cross the sea to Capernaum.  So the disciples got into their boat

But when they got out there, the boat was being thrown around by the wind and waves – it was rough.  Now we have to grasp how rough the sea must have been.  As I’ve said, Peter and a few others in the boat were fisherman, who probably felt more at home in a boat than they did on dry land.  So, for these experienced fishermen to feel so afraid of the storm, the storm must have been really bad!!

Its funny how storms do that to people – make them nervous and frightened, like they’ve lost control… and we all know what it’s like to be frightened of storms.  I remember when I was a kid, lying in bed in the dark, and next thing the room lit up with a lightening flash.  Before you could say “Wow, did you see that?” I was out of bed, clearing 12 stairs down, and into the living room where the rest of my family were.

We’re all frightened of storms.  But I’m not speaking about the ones where wind blows strong and howls loudly.  I’m not even talking about thunder & lightening… I’m talking about those storms we face in our lives like, failing an exam, breaking up with a boyfriend or girlfriend or partner, those thunderous and dark times when we lose a job, lose our ability to do something, lose a loved one.  

 And here’s the first thing we can learn from this story, the disciples far away from what they needed most… that’s land… the middle of their storm, there is Jesus…  Even in the most unlikely place and in impossible situations, He is near!!!  Our ever present help in times of trouble.   And he’s just as present today.  He’s near you, coming to help.

So the disciples are in the boat and crying out in fear.  As if this night couldn’t get any worse for them, they look out across the water and through the rain see a ghost!  Great!  Just what they need!  Again, they cry out in fear…  We wonder how they could have failed to know it was Jesus…  who else would it be?  But Matthew wants us to know that sometimes it takes eyes of faith to recognise when Jesus is around.  Often in the middle of a storm, we are no better at recognising his presence than they were. 

We should maybe listen in and learn from a certain someone in the boat, who has an inkling… a little thought that says, “hey, wait a minute… I reckon that from all the things I’ve seen over recent months, surely this is Jesus.”  And so Peter shouts like he’s never shouted before, trying to get the volume of his voice at a decibel level above the sound of the crashing waves and yelps of the others in the boat.  “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water.” 

Now let’s pause the situation here…  Reality check.  Violent storm, size of waves, howl of wind, hard enough to stand up in boat never mind on water???  And to top it all off, it’s 3am!!!  But, peter, in all his wisdom decides he wants to get out of the boat?  Hello peter!!!  What about a plan B?  I mean, come on!

Despite his request going against every miniscule brain cell shouting, “NO… I don’t want to die!”  Irrespective of what his common sense might have been telling him, Peter yells out in blind faith, not sure if this is Jesus or not… And here’s our next thing to remember… this is a call of discernment!  Peter doesn’t want led astray, he doesn’t want led onto water and left to drown, he doesn’t want to act on just a foolish impulse, and that happens… he wants figure out if this is real or if its just his imagination … that’s discernment.  

But it is Jesus!  And Jesus is looking for something more than impulsiveness.  Jesus is looking for us to look beyond what our 5 senses tell us and seek him out, but with discernment… that’s essential.  You see, sometimes people make reckless decisions, calling it faith when its not, and then try to rationalise it with spiritual language.  

So Peter called out to Jesus and Jesus identifies himself.  John tells us Jesus says, “it is I, don’t be afraid” (Jn 6:21).  He has answered Peters prayer by saying “yeah, its me.”  And Matthew (14:29) says that Jesus says, “Come!”  He has revealed himself to the worried yachtsmen, and to Peter. In true Wimbledon fashion, Jesus plays the ball back into Peter’s court.  

Before we get to what Peter did, let me offer you a challenge…  What would you choose, water or boat?  Boat – safe, comfy.  Water –rough, impossible!  Do you want to walk on water?  Do you want to walk where Jesus walks even if it means stepping out into the unknown, even if it means sacrificing things or leaving friends behind, even if it means you leave the comfort of your boat?  And ask yourself too… What’s your boat???  What represents safety, security, comfort in your life.  Your boat is whatever you put your trust in. Your boat is defined by the things you are not prepared to give up in your life for the sake of following Jesus.  For example, maybe your boat is success, like the rich young ruler in bible – Jesus asked him to get out of his boat by selling all possessions – he decided not to.  He had a very nice boat.  I wonder if he thought about that encounter with Jesus at end of life and regretted his bank account, stock portfolio, his 1st century iPod and sony home cinema system.  Is there something inside you that makes you want to walk on water – to leave the comfort of your own routine existence and abandon yourself to the adventure of following God?  Think about that this week.

Peter, faced with an invitation, was also faced with a choice.  And this choice would take faith.  What is faith?  “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  (Heb 11:1).  

Show Empire Strikes Back clip… (Luke Skywalker has crashed x-wing fighter into swamp – Yoda tells him to have faith in the force.  Luke doubts and says, “I can’t, it’s too big!”

Luke chose to let doubt, and doubt is rooted in fear…  Fear makes people disobedient to the calling of the master.  Look at the heavy slab of sin & disobedience in your life…  lift it up and you will likely find fear… sift through the rubble and dirt and you will uncover the devil.  Fear is one of his greatest weapons.  But faith is your greatest shield.  

Faith was Peter’s shield, and stepping out was Peter’s choice.  He puts one foot over side, and another… and let’s go of the side of the boat.  Reality check!  An ordinary human being is walking on water!!!  Jesus can make the ordinary person you are into someone who can do extraordinary things for him.  

For a moment, its just peter and Jesus out there, peter beaming in delight, Jesus thrilled with his student.  Peter:  “I’m walking on water… wow… I’m actually walking on water – no-one thought I’d even get out of the boat.  When I let go of the side it was the hardest thing I ever did.  I’m beginning to see who this Jesus really is.  Gasp!  Everything’s changed.  How can things ever be the same after this?  I don’t know how I can settle for life in the boat now!

But things changed.  Peter saw the wind and he began to sink.  Peter’s focus shifted from Saviour to storm.  His shield of faith is shrinking and the darts of doubt, the flaming arrows of fear are beginning to hit their target again.  We know what this is like – we start off on a new adventure of hope, a new job, testing new area of gift, full of blue sky faith…  but then reality sets in – set backs, opposition, obstacles, we see the wind and we lack faith.    

Did peter fail?  In a way, yes.  His faith wasn’t strong enough.  His fear and doubts were stronger.  Peter with that sinking feeling, calls for help.  Again Jesus is there.  He pulls him out physically and points to the problem – ‘you of little faith… why did you doubt?’  So, whether peter sank or walked depended on whether he focused on storm or Jesus.  Peter took his eyes off where they should have been.  We are told in Hebrews the valuable lesson of faith… that no matter what, we should “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…” (Heb 12:2).  
So in a way, Peter failed.

But in the boat were bigger failures… Peter knew the glory of walking on water – they didn’t.  They played it safe…  and okay, playing it safe is sometimes the right option, let’s not forget that – that’s where discernment comes in.  But it’s never good to become so comfortable and reserved that you fail to take steps of faith for God, into storms, into unknown situations.  What good is it to fritter your life away in the boat?  

At least by getting out of the boat, Peter puts himself in position to fail… You see, it doesn’t matter if your efforts fail sometimes, what’s important is you giving your faith a chance to grow, and God a chance to work and prove himself real to you.  Failure doesn’t shape you… the way you respond shapes you.  The only way you fail is by not learning from your mistakes.  Edmund Hilary made many unsuccessful attempts at scaling Everest before succeeding.  One time after he failed he stood at the bottom, shook his fist and said, ‘I’ll defeat you yet, because you are as big as you’re going to get, but I’m still growing.  Every time Hilary climbed, he failed, every time he failed, he learned!
Jesus is still looking for people who will get out of the boat.  Jesus is still looking for people to step out in faith.  Jesus is still looking for people to fix their eyes on him and Jesus is still looking for people who after failing will get right back up and press on.  Get out of the boat a little every day, by sharing your faith with a friend or stranger, conquer your fear.

Before we finish up, I want you to watch this short clip.  

SHOW ADIDAS “IMPOSSIBLE IS NOTHING CLIP”

In the UK, where the fastest growing religion is witchcraft, where churches close all around us, where Christianity is mocked & squeezed out, I believe the challenge to us as a church, to you as a group of young folks, to you the older generation, to me as a pastor – our challenge is to wake up from our spiritual slumber, put on the shoes of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and step out, even leap out in faith, trusting that even when faced with obstacles, obstacles that stop us dead in our tracks at times, God is making sure you set your feet in the right places.  And when you get out of the boat, when you step out in faith, you bring the light of life to the world.

Poem by Gregg Levoy… To sinful patterns  of behaviour that never get confronted and changed, abilities and gifts that never get cultivated and deployed – until weeks become months and months become years, and one day you look back on a life of gut-wrenchingly honest conversations you never had, great bold prayers you never prayed, exhilarating risks you never took, sacrificial gifts you never offered, lives you never touched… and you’re sitting on a recliner with a shrivelled soul, and forgotten dreams, and you realise there’s a desperate need, and a great God calling you to be part of something bigger than yourself – you see the person could have become but did not; you never followed your calling, you never got out of the boat.

